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UMCDF munition handlers remove a VX spray tank
from its shipping container in the first stage of pro-

cessing. Because of their size, they are transported on
flatbed trailers from storage to the disposal plant in the
sealed overpack containers in which they were stored.

“Spray tanks are 15 and a half feet long and present a
new challenge for UMCDF,” said Bob Dikeman, plant man-
ager for URS Washington Division, the company that built
and operates the plant. “But we've practiced and planned
for this portion of the VX campaign and, as always, safety
and environmental compliance will come first.”

The first spray tank was destroyed on Nov. 23.

UMCDF Highlights
• It has been 509 days since a lost-time accident

occurred at the UMCDF (July 7, 2006).

Kathy Eldrige from the Umatilla Outreach Office chats
with former Hermiston mayor Frank Harkenrider during
the 34th annual Farm Fair being held at the Hermiston
Conference Center. The event began Wednesday and
ends Friday.

VX spray tank
campaign begins 

Outreach Office helps
educate agriculturalists

steve.meyers@umcdf-fo.org

Umatilla Chemical Agent
Disposal Facility Processing

(Nov. 22 - 28, 2007)
Total number of VX-filled rockets destroyed

this period 0

Total VX-filled rockets destroyed to date 2,594
Percentage of VX rockets destroyed

to date 17.9
Total number of VX-filled spray tanks

destroyed this period 36

Total VX-filled spray tanks destroyed to date 36
Percentage of VX-filled spray tanks destroyed

to date 23.1

Pounds of VX agent destroyed this period 44,663

Pounds of total VX agent destroyed to date 68,553
Total munitions destroyed to date since start of

operations (Sept. 7, 2004) 158,169
Nominal tons of chemical agent destroyed to

date 1,051.39

Percentage of total agent tons destroyed 28.28

UMCD/UMCDF Milestones
• Nov. 25-26, 2007: Processed the non-stockpile VX

ton container (punched and drained on Nov. 25,
thermally decontaminated in the Metal Parts
Furnace [MPF] on Nov. 26).

• Nov. 23, 2007: Destroyed the first VX spray tanks in
the MPF.

• Nov. 19, 2007: First VX spray tank transported from
depot storage to disposal plant.

• Nov. 9, 2007: First VX chemical agent destroyed in
the Liquid Incinerator (LIC).

• Oct. 29, 2007: Processed the first VX M55 rockets
in the Deactivation Furnace System (DFS).

• Oct. 26, 2007: First VX M55 rockets transported
from depot storage to disposal plant.

• July 8, 2007: Completed GB munitions campaign.


