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TOCDF reaches safety milestone
10 million man-hours without a lost workday

On July 27, contract workers at the Tooele Chemical Agent 
Disposal Facility (TOCDF) reached and surpassed 10 million 
consecutive man-hours without a lost workday injury.  The last 
lost workday injury occurred on Oct. 26, 2005—when the cur-
rent string of safe hours began. 

	 URS Vice President and General Manager Gary McClo-
skey called the achievement an “honor” for every employee 
for every employee who has worked at the chemical weapons 
disposal plant over the last five years. 

“Ten million man-hours is a reflection of each and every 
one of us living our Core Values and holding each other to the 
highest safety expectations possible,” McCloskey said. “I also 
want to reinforce to each of our workers on Deseret Chemical 
Depot, whether URS, Battelle or Mellor/Science Technology 
Corporation employees, that while this is an outstanding 
achievement, unprecedented on this site, we should not look 
at it as the accomplishment of a goal.  Our goal is to complete 
the TOCDF Project without another lost workday injury or 
accident.”

Approximately 1,000 contractor workers are employed on 
the TOCDF project in activities including operating and main-
taining the TOCDF; disposing of secondary waste; preparing 
for the installation of both the GA/lewisite disposal facility and 
explosive destruction chamber for problematic mustard muni-
tions; closing CAMDS; and numerous support positions for 
each activity. All contractor workers involved in these activities 
have contributed to successfully reaching this significant safety 
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Construction moving forward
A great deal of progress has been made at the Area Ten 

Liquid Incinerator (ATLIC) construction site—nearly all the 
concrete work is complete, utility lines have been installed, 
exhaust filter banks are in place and many support buildings 
are now on site. 

One particular building, the Electrical Equipment Enclo-
sure, was quite large and required workers to upgrade one of 
the depot roads. Crews raised and packed the road shoulder 
to allow the 140-foot, low-boy trailer to safely make the turn as 
it made its way to the construction site.

Although the ATLIC will not 
be delivered to Deseret Chemical 
Depot (DCD) until fall, the incinerator 
and its pollution abatement system 
have already been assembled at a 
permitted off-site location. This will 
allow workers to test the equipment 
while construction activities continue, 
saving valuable project time. Initial 
equipment testing is scheduled to 
begin later this month.

“We have a lot of folks working 
on GA/lewisite, all of them moving 
the project forward while resolving 
challenges normally seen when 
building a new facility,” said URS 
Vice President and TOCDF General Workers at Brahma Construction Company’s (URS subcontractor) Lakepoint facility have completed 

construction of the Area Ten Liquid Incinerator (ATLIC) and pollution abatement system. Prior to 
installation at DCD, the equipment will be tested to ensure that the system is operating efficiently. 
The ATLIC is scheduled to be delivered and installed in DCD’s Area 10 this fall.

(See SAFTEY MILESTONE on page 3)

(See  on ATLIC page 2)

Bill Lindquist, an environmental engineer with the Kentucy Department 
of Environmental Protection, visits Deseret Chemical Depot’s display 
at the poster session of the annual Environmental Forum. The poster 
session offers a chance for attendees to informally discuss the 
program’s status and sites’ progress. 
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Manager Gary McCloskey as 
he addressed the work force in 
a recent employee newsletter. 

The ATLIC will be located 
in DCD’s storage area, also 
referred to as Area 10, and will 
be used to destroy the depot’s 
stockpile of GA and lewisite 
agents, which are stored in 
bulk containers. Operations 
are scheduled to begin in sum-
mer 2011 and are expected 
to take nearly six months to 
complete—in time to meet the 
April 2012 Chemical Weapons 
Convention treaty deadline.

Closure plan being updated
Although closure-related planning and activities have 

been underway at the Tooele Chemical Agent Disposal 
Facility (TOCDF) for quite some time, the process is get-
ting formal with the first submitted revision to the TOCDF’s 
official closure plan.

Disposal sites such as the TOCDF are governed by the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), which 
governs hazardous waste from “cradle to grave,” includ-
ing the generation, transportation, treatment, storage and 
disposal. 

As part of the RCRA requirements, the TOCDF submit-
ted a closure plan as part of its initial application for its 
operating permit back in the mid-1990s. 

“Things have changed considerably since the time the 
initial RCRA Closure Plan was submitted,” admits TOCDF 
Deputy Site Project Manager Trace Salmon. “This initial 
revision brings the RCRA closure plan for the TOCDF up 
to speed.”

The revised TOCDF closure plan documents the plant’s 
physical changes such as new buildings, and incorporates 
the current programmatic closure strategy favored by the 
U.S. Army’s Chemical Materials Agency. 

“As closure nears and closure-related activities con-
tinue, the details of the TOCDF Closure Plan will change 
accordingly, and additional permit modification requests 
will be submitted to our state regulators,” explains Salmon. 
“This public process also helps keep the public and nearby 
communities informed about the TOCDF’s current opera-
tions and future plans.”  

The public comment period for this permit modification 
request ends Monday, August 30. 

TOCDF testing ground for UMCDF
Two sites working together to save time

With approximately 2,000 mustard agent-filled ton contain-
ers remaining, the Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility 
(UMCDF) is in danger of not meeting the international treaty 
destruction deadline of April 29, 2012. Umatilla has a regula-
tor-approved feed rate that is 37 percent lower than TOCDF’s, 
substantially slowing down Umatilla’s disposal rate. 

To save precious time, UMCDF has come up with a 
Rinsate Collection System (RCS) that would allow a ton con-
tainer’s rinsate (the rinsate is mustard agent mixed with warm 
water as a result of using the Heel Transfer System to break 
down the solidified agent) to be fed directly into the liquid 
incinerator, eliminating the need for most transfer ton contain-
ers to be processed through the metal parts furnace.  

“If this works, it could shave months off our schedule,” 
said Bill Hampton, a UMCDF design engineer who helped 
develop the plan.

But before the RCS is formally proposed, the UMCDF 

ATLIC
continued from front page

A truck safely navigates the Electrical Equipment Enclosure around a 90-degree turn at DCD.  This 50-foot 
long, 20-foot wide electrical enclosure was delivered to the ATLIC construction site on Aug. 5. The cargo was 
so big that authorities had to close two-lane highways as the truck made its way to DCD from Boise, Idaho.

(See TESTING on page 3)

Tooele Chemical Agent Disposal 
Facility Processing

(as of Aug. 15)

Total number of mustard agent-filled bulk 
containers destroyed 5,149

Total number of mustard agent-filled 155mm 
projectiles destroyed 54,453

Total number of mustard agent-filled 4.2-inch 
mortars destroyed 63,274

Percentage of total mustard agent stockpile 
destroyed 82.07%
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milestone. Each day of safe work without a lost workday injury, 
TOCDF workers accumulate approximately 6,500 man-hours. 

TOCDF Site Project Manager Ted Ryba said, “Achieving 
10 million man-hours without a lost-time injury is a noteworthy 
achievement in any industrial scenario, but even more note-
worthy in the highly visible, highly political world of chemical 
demilitarization. This is a great achievement for the combined 
systems contractor work force.”

Upcoming Events
�� Aug. 25, 6:00 p.m. - TOCDF RCRA Class 2 Permit Modification 

public meeting. The meeting will be held at the Tooele Chemcial 
Stockpile Outreach Office, 54 S. Main Street in Tooele.

�� Sept. 8, 3:00 - 7:00 p.m. - Come visit the Tooele Chemical 
Stockpile Outreach Office information booth at the Tooele County 
Business Expo. The event will be held at the Tooele City Park on 
the corner of 200 W. and Vine Street.

�� Sept. 9, 1:30 p.m. - Utah Division of Solid and Hazardous Waste 
Control Board monthly meeting. The meeting will be held in 
Room 1015 at the Department of Environmental Quality building, 
195 N. 1950 W. in Salt Lake City.

�� Sept. 23, 6:30 p.m. – Utah Citizens’ Advisory Commission 
meeting. The meeting will be held at the Department of 
Environmental Quality Building, 195 N.1950 W., Salt Lake City.

The Tooele Chemical Stockpile Outreach Office will be             
closed Sept. 6 for the observance of Labor Day.

Safety milestone
continued from front page

wanted to test it out and ensure that it would work—and they 
asked TOCDF to help. TOCDF installed the RCS equipment to 
work with its heel transfer system and conducted two rounds 
of tests. The first found of testing included three different sized 
filters: 25, 230 and 1125 microns, and consisted of pumping 
mustard rinsate from the original ton container to a transfer ton 
container, through the filter and into another transfer ton. The 
second round of tests used only a 25 micron filter and pumped 
the rinsate directly from the original ton container through the 
filter and into a transfer ton container.

“The tests went extremely well—better than we expected,” 
said Brian Moore, a TOCDF systems engineer, who oversaw 
the tests. “The tests demonstrated that rinsate can be pro-
cessed through a 25 micron filter in either of the two modes—
even the most demanding mode of pumping rinsate directly 
from the original ton container through the filter—and both 
modes could speed up disposal operations.”

UMCDF has submitted a permit modification request to the 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) regarding 
the installation and operation of the Rinsate Collection System. 
With DEQ approval, UMCDF could start installing the RCS this 
fall and could begin operations early next year.  

Testing
continued from page 2

UMCDF’s Bill Hampton (standing) shows TOCDF personnel, including 
Government Facility Representative John Donnelly the equipment 
that makes up the rinsate filter system. The system was tested at 
the TOCDF last month in an effort to help UMCDF accelerate their 
disposal process.

Outreach Office introduces new 
brochure

While the DCD mission is nearing completion, disposal 
efforts continue and new projects are well underway. A new 
brochure has been developed to provide you with updated 
information to keep you informed as the mission progresses. 
For your free copy, visit the Tooele Chemical Stockpile Out-
reach Office, 54 S. Main, or visit the CMA Web site at www.
cma.army.mil. 


